Band FAQ’s
!
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I want to do band, but don’t think I’d be very good at it...
NONSENSE!! Everybody is capable of learning how to play an instrument. I make learning how to read notes
and play an instrument easy and fun.
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I think band will be too much work; I’ve got a lot going on and want to keep up
with my schoolwork.
Band is work, don’t get me wrong. You do have to put in a certain amount of effort. However, many students in
band are involved with many other activities (dance, sports, boy scouts, girl scouts, etc.) and are excellent
students. In fact, there are many studies showing that students who play an instrument score higher on tests
like MCAS and SAT’s.
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So how much work is involved?
When your in band, you will start out by having one lesson on your instrument per week that lasts 50 minutes.
You’ll be in a class with other fifth graders who are just starting out on their instrument like you. I’ll ask that you
play regularly at home (about 4 - 5 times per week for about 15 minutes a day). If you can keep up with that,
you’ll be playing like a pro in no time!
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Do I ever have to stay after school for band?
You never HAVE to, but many students still choose to. All lessons and band will take place during the school day. I
am available for after-school help whenever you need it.
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Does it cost any money to play in band?
Lessons and band do not cost anything. It does, however, cost money to rent an instrument. I recommend
renting from Rick’s Musical Instruments. They provide great customer service, low prices, and perform
exceptional work. Have someone at home call Rick’s Music at (401) 658-3404 for more detailed information. You
may also use your own instrument if someone in the family has one. If it hasn’t been used in a while, you will
need to have it cleaned up and fixed a little, and will probably have to buy some accessories that come with
rented instruments. In either case, you will need a lesson book that costs about $10. There is also a limited
quantity of school-owned instruments you can use at little-to-no charge.
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What instrument do I get to play?
When signing up, you will get to pick your first choice and second choice instruments. Most students are able to
play their first choice instrument. Sometimes I might ask for you to take your second choice in case there are too
many students for one instrument. For instance, the band cannot have 30 drummers and only 2 clarinet players.

!

I’m not sure if my family can afford to rent an instrument. Can I still play in band?
Absolutely! I want every student in fifth grade who wants to play in Band. If you need an instrument, talk to
me. The school owns some instruments that can be loaned out at no charge. Preference will be given to students
on free or reduced-cost lunch.

www.BellinghamMusic.org/join
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CLARINET
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The clarinet is a single reed
woodwind instrument. The type of
clarinet we use is a B-flat clarinet, but
there are many types of clarinets in use
today. Unlike the flute and the saxophone,
which are made of metal and have closed tone
holes, clarinets are generally made of plastic or
wood, and have open tone holes that the player
must cover with his or her fingers. Clarinets are used in
many different styles of music, and can play a large
range of notes.
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With its bright
tone, the
trumpet is an
important part of
many styles of music,
including classical, jazz, blues,
soul, funk, salsa, and mariachi.
While trumpets are known for their ability to play loud, brilliant
notes (like bugle calls), they can also play soft, pretty melodies.
Some students will begin on Trumpet and migrate to other brass
instruments like the French Horn, Euphonium, and Tuba.
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The alto saxophone is a single reed woodwind
instrument invented in the 1800s by Belgian
instrument designer Adolphe Sax. Other common
saxophones include the soprano, tenor, and
baritone. The saxophone is a versatile
instrument, used widely in jazz, Latin, soul,
Broadway, and wind band music. Most
beginning saxophonists start out on the alto
sax. Since the fingerings on all saxophones are
the same, students can easily branch out to
playing other members of the saxophone family
during the course of their musical careers.

The flute is the only
woodwind instrument
in our band that doesn’t
use a reed. The flute’s
sound comes from blowing
air across an open hole. Flutes
are used in a wide variety of styles
of music. They’re very important in
the symphony orchestra and classical
chamber music, but they’re also used in
jazz, Latin, and world music.
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SAXOPHONE

!

FLUTE

The euphonium (you-PHONE-knee-yum) is sometimes
known as the baritone. It is a member of the
brass family and looks like a small version of
a tuba. Its sound is similar to that of a
trombone, but it uses valves like a
trumpet instead of a slide (like a
trombone). Some students who
begin on euphonium will move
“down” to a tuba in later years,
while others will stay on
euphonium.
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BARITONE/EUPHONIUM
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The trombone is one
of the oldest instruments
in use today, and has
changed very little since its
invention in the 1400s.
Trombones are members of the
brass family, and unlike other band
instruments, trombones are operated using
a slide. In addition to having a long history,
trombones are also very versatile instruments.
Trombones are important in symphony orchestras,
wind bands, and in a number of styles including
salsa, jazz, Broadway, ska, soul, and sacred music.
Trombones can also range in tone from soft and
angelic to dark and scary.
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TROMBONE
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Percussion is also one of the most diverse instrument families,
including hundreds of instruments used in a wide variety of
cultures and musical styles. Eventually, students will branch
out to even more instruments like cymbals, bass drum,
triangle, hand drums, xylophone, and drum set. This begins by
learning how to play on the bells and practice pad, as pictured
here.
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Percussionists are unique members of the band for several
reasons. First of all, percussion instruments are the only
instruments in the band that you hit. Also, percussionists learn
more instruments than anyone else in the band. While your
friends will concentrate on learning only one instrument, you’ll
be responsible for understanding several instruments before
the year is over. Percussion is one of the oldest families
of instruments, dating back to prehistoric times.
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PERCUSSION

